


.EW฀LEGISLATION฀OR฀AMENDMENTS฀TO฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀0ARKS฀!CT฀TO฀ALLOW฀FOR฀
!BORIGINAL฀MANAGEMENT฀OF฀NATIONAL฀PARKS�฀!T฀A฀MINIMUM�฀THE฀LEGISLATION฀
NEEDS฀TO฀ALLOW฀FOR฀THE฀@HANDBACK
LEASEBACK�฀MODEL�฀IN฀WHICH฀LAND฀IS฀
HANDED฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀4RADITIONAL฀/WNERS�฀WHO฀SUBSEQUENTLY฀LEASE฀IT฀TO฀
THE฀GOVERNMENT฀TO฀BE฀MANAGED฀AS฀A฀.ATIONAL฀0ARK�฀)N฀EXCHANGE�฀THEY฀
RECEIVE฀RENT฀PAYMENTS฀AND฀MAJORITY฀CONTROL฀OF฀THE฀PARK฀VIA฀A฀"OARD฀OF฀
-ANAGEMENT�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀TRAINING฀INITIATIVES฀IN฀
PARK฀MANAGEMENT�฀

4HE฀.ATIONAL฀0ARKS฀!CT฀WILL฀BE฀AMENDED฀TO฀ALLOW฀FOR฀BOTH฀
CO
MANAGEMENT฀AND฀JOINT฀MANAGEMENT฀OPTIONS฀IN฀ALL฀6ICTORIAN฀NATIONAL฀
PARKS�฀*OINT฀MANAGEMENT฀REFERS฀TO฀THE฀HANDBACK
LEASEBACK฀MODEL�฀#O

MANAGEMENT฀IS฀EFFECTIVELY฀JOINT฀MANAGEMENT฀WITHOUT฀THE฀LAND฀HANDBACK�

�%NVIRONMENT฀GROUPS฀AND฀THE฀"ARAPA฀"ARAPA฀PEOPLE฀ONLY฀JOINED฀FORCES฀LATE฀
IN฀THE฀CAMPAIGN�฀AGREEING฀IN฀-ARCH฀����฀TO฀lGHT฀FOR฀A฀JOINTLY฀MANAGED฀
'UNBOWER฀.ATIONAL฀0ARK�฀4HE฀7AMBA฀7AMBA฀AND฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀.ATIONS฀ALSO฀
HAVE฀AN฀INTEREST฀IN฀'UNBOWER�	฀

)MMEDIATE฀NEGOTIATION฀OF฀CO
MANANAGEMENT฀AGREEMENTS฀WITH฀
THE฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀OVER฀A฀NEW฀"ARMAH฀.ATIONAL฀0ARK฀AND฀THE฀7ADI฀7ADI฀OVER฀
A฀NEW฀.YAH
6INIFERA฀0ARK�฀7E฀WILL฀CAMPAIGN฀TO฀UPGRADE฀THIS฀COMMITMENT฀
TO฀FULL฀JOINT฀MANAGEMENT�฀!฀RANGE฀OF฀OTHER฀VALUABLE฀MEASURES฀WILL฀ALSO฀
BE฀PUT฀IN฀PLACE฀TO฀IMPROVE฀!BORIGINAL฀RIGHTS฀TO฀NATURAL฀RESOURCES�฀LAND฀
AND฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀THE฀MANAGEMENT฀OF฀OTHER฀FORESTS฀SUCH฀AS฀'UNBOWER�฀
4HESE฀INCLUDING฀ADVISORY฀COMMITTEES�฀CAPACITY฀BUILDING฀INITIATIVES฀AND฀THE฀
PROTECTION฀OF฀RIGHTS฀TO฀HUNT�฀GATHER฀AND฀CONDUCT฀CULTURAL฀PRACTICE�



$UE฀TO฀THE฀HIGHLY฀DEPLETED฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀RIVER฀RED฀
GUM฀SYSTEM�฀WE฀BELIEVE฀ALL฀REMNANTS฀MUST฀BE฀
PROTECTED฀IN฀PERMANENT฀CONSERVATION฀RESERVES�฀
PROVIDED฀4RADITIONAL฀/WNER฀RIGHTS฀ARE฀PRESERVED฀
IN฀THESE฀AREAS�฀4HE฀NATIONALLY฀AGREED฀RESERVE฀
CRITERIA฀SET฀A฀TARGET฀OF฀���฀OF฀THE฀PRE
����฀
DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀EACH฀FOREST฀TYPE฀TO฀BE฀PROTECTED฀
IN฀PERMANENT฀RESERVES�฀$UE฀TO฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀
HISTORIC฀CLEARING฀IN฀6ICTORIA�฀PROTECTING฀ALL฀PUBLICLY฀
OWNED฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS฀WOULD฀ONLY฀JUST฀REACH฀
THIS฀���฀TARGET�

฀2ED฀GUM฀IN฀PERMANENT฀RESERVES฀
INCREASES฀FROM฀������HA฀TO฀�������HA�฀BRINGING฀
THE฀RESERVATION฀STATUS฀FOR฀6ICTORIAN฀RED฀GUM฀
FORESTS฀TO฀��฀�฀OF฀THEIR฀PRE
%UROPEAN฀EXTENT�฀
4HE฀ANNOUNCEMENT฀INCLUDES฀FOUR฀NEW฀NATIONAL฀
PARKS฀�"ARMAH�฀'UNBOWER�฀,OWER฀'OULBURN฀
AND฀7ARBY฀2ANGE
/VENS฀2IVER	฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
NUMEROUS฀SMALLER฀RESERVES฀AND฀SIGNIlCANT฀
NATIONAL฀PARK฀EXPANSIONS�฀!DDITIONALLY�฀MOST฀
OF฀THE฀REMAINING฀2IVER฀-URRAY฀CORRIDOR฀OUTSIDE฀
OF฀THE฀RESERVE฀SYSTEM฀WILL฀BECOME฀A฀������฀HA฀
h-URRAY฀2IVER฀0ARK�v฀MANAGED฀UNDER฀THE฀#ROWN฀
,ANDS฀�2ESERVES	฀!CT�฀4HIS฀CLASSIlCATION฀PROTECTS฀

IT฀FROM฀LOGGING฀AND฀OTHER฀INTENSIVE฀INDUSTRIES฀
BUT฀PLACES฀FEWER฀RESTRICTIONS฀ON฀RECREATION฀THAN฀
IN฀A฀CONSERVATION฀RESERVE�฀4HE฀BIG฀LOSER฀IN฀THE฀
ANNOUNCEMENT฀IS฀THE฀'UNBOWER฀&OREST�฀NEARLY฀
TWO
THIRDS฀OF฀WHICH฀WILL฀REMAIN฀3TATE฀&OREST�฀&O%฀
REMAINS฀COMMITTED฀TO฀THE฀COMPLETE฀PROTECTION฀OF฀
'UNBOWER฀AND฀THE฀NEIGHBOURING฀'UTTRUM฀AND฀
"ENWELL฀FORESTS�

#ATTLE฀GRAZING฀AND฀LOGGING฀ARE฀THE฀TWO฀
BIGGEST฀LAND฀USE฀THREATS฀TO฀6ICTORIA�S฀RED฀GUM฀
FORESTS�฀!LTHOUGH฀IT฀IS฀hSELECTIVEv฀AND฀ALLOWS฀
FOR฀hREGENERATION�v฀LOGGING฀STRIPS฀THE฀FOREST฀
OF฀MATURE฀HOLLOW
BEARING฀RED฀GUMS฀WHICH฀
PROVIDE฀HABITAT฀AND฀FEED฀TO฀NATIVE฀FAUNA�฀2ED฀
GUM฀FORESTS฀SUPPORT฀THE฀HIGHEST฀NUMBER฀OF฀
HOLLOW
DWELLING฀BIRD฀SPECIES฀OF฀ALL฀6ICTORIAN฀
FOREST฀TYPES�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀SIGNIlCANT฀NUMBERS฀OF฀
HOLLOW
DEPENDANT฀REPTILE฀AND฀MAMMAL฀SPECIES�฀
#ATTLE฀COMPETE฀WITH฀THREATENED฀SPECIES฀SUCH฀AS฀
THE฀3UPERB฀0ARROT฀FOR฀FOOD�฀DESTROY฀UNDERSTOREY฀
VEGETATION฀AND฀CAUSE฀EXTENSIVE฀EROSION฀AND฀
PUGGING�฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀SENSITIVE฀WETLAND฀AREAS฀
OF฀THE฀FOREST�

,OGGING฀WILL฀BE฀PERMANENTLY฀BANNED฀
IN฀���฀OF฀THE฀AREAS฀IN฀WHICH฀IT฀IS฀CURRENTLY฀
ALLOWED�฀4OTAL฀3TATE฀&OREST฀�MANAGED฀PRIMARILY฀
FOR฀TIMBER฀HARVESTING	฀WILL฀BE฀REDUCED฀FROM฀
�������฀HA฀TO฀������฀HA�฀3TOCK฀GRAZING฀WILL฀

BE฀COMPLETELY฀BANNED฀IN฀ALL฀PUBLICLY฀OWNED฀
6ICTORIAN฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS�

2ED฀GUM฀ECOSYSTEMS฀DEPEND฀ON฀REGULAR฀
mOODING฀FOR฀THEIR฀SURVIVAL�฀3EVERAL฀OF฀THE฀LARGER฀
FORESTS฀SUCH฀AS฀"ARMAH฀AND฀'UNBOWER฀ARE฀
LISTED฀AS฀WETLANDS฀OF฀INTERNATIONAL฀SIGNIlCANCE฀
UNDER฀THE฀2AMSAR฀#ONVENTION�฀%VERY฀YEAR฀
MILLIONS฀OF฀WATERBIRDS฀FROM฀AROUND฀THE฀WORLD฀
DESCEND฀ON฀THESE฀FOREST
WETLANDS฀TO฀BREED�฀
&LOODS฀HAVE฀BECOME฀INCREASINGLY฀RARE฀AND�฀
WHEN฀THEY฀DO฀OCCUR�฀ARE฀GENERALLY฀SHORTER฀AND฀
LESS฀EXTENSIVE฀DUE฀TO฀OVER
EXTRACTION฀OF฀WATER฀
FROM฀THE฀-URRAY
$ARLING฀"ASIN�฀PRIMARILY฀FOR฀
IRRIGATION�฀3CIENTISTS฀ESTIMATE฀AT฀LEAST฀�����฀BILLION฀
LITRES฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀RETURNED฀TO฀THE฀RIVER฀ANNUALLY฀
TO฀ENSURE฀THE฀SURVIVAL฀OF฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS฀AND฀
OTHER฀RIVERINE฀ECOSYSTEMS�฀3O฀FAR฀ONLY฀���฀BILLION฀
LITRES฀HAS฀BEEN฀COMMITTED฀BY฀THE฀STATE฀AND฀
COMMONWEALTH฀GOVERNMENTS�

.O฀ADDITIONAL฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀WATER฀
DELIVERED฀THROUGH฀THIS฀ANNOUNCEMENT�฀7HILST฀
HEALTHY฀RIVERS฀AND฀HEALTHY฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS฀ARE฀
INEXTRICABLE฀LINKED�฀GOVERNMENTS฀HAVE฀HISTORICALLY฀
DEALT฀WITH฀FOREST฀CONSERVATION฀AND฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀
mOWS฀SEPARATELY�฀7E฀NOW฀LOOK฀FORWARD฀TO฀PUTTING฀
MORE฀ENERGY฀INTO฀THE฀COMMUNITY฀ALLIANCES฀
PUSHING฀FOR฀GREATER฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀mOWS฀AND฀
!BORIGINAL฀WATER฀RIGHTS฀IN฀THE฀-URRAY
$ARLING�฀





4HE฀.YAH
6INIFERA฀#AMPAIGN



4HE฀FRONTS฀MERGE�฀THE฀2ED฀'UM฀#AMPAIGN



฀&RIENDS฀OF฀.YAH฀6INIFERA฀&OREST฀�&O.6	฀FORMED฀INCLUDING฀MEMBERSHIP฀OF฀KEY฀7ADI฀7ADI฀INDIVIDUALS�

&O.6฀WRITE฀THE฀@#OMMUNITY
"ASED฀-ANAGEMENT฀3TATEMENT฀FOR฀THE฀.YAH
6INIFERA฀&OREST��

9ORTA฀9ORTA฀OCCUPY฀THE฀$HARNYA฀#ENTRE�฀%NVIRONMENTAL฀ACTIVISTS฀AND฀4RADITIONAL฀/WNERS฀TRAVEL฀FROM฀
THE฀&RIENDS฀OF฀THE฀%ARTH฀)NDIGENOUS฀3OLIDARITY฀#ONFERENCE฀TO฀SUPPORT฀THEM�

฀9ORTA฀9ORTA�฀&O%฀AND฀'6%'฀AGREE฀ON฀"ARMAH
-ILLEWA฀CAMPAIGN฀PROTOCOL�

&O%฀AND฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀HOLD฀A฀PRESS฀CONFERENCE฀AT฀THE฀$HARNYA฀#ENTRE฀TO฀LAUNCH฀THE฀"ARMAH
-ILLEWA฀
CAMPAIGN�

&O%฀AND฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀ORGANISE฀THE฀"ARMAH
-ILLEWA฀3UMMIT฀AT฀THE฀$HARNYA฀#ENTRE�฀0EAK฀ENVIRONMENT฀
AND฀SOCIAL฀JUSTICE฀ORGANISATIONS฀ENDORSE฀CAMPAIGN฀FOR฀JOINT฀MANAGEMENT฀OF฀"ARMAH
-ILLEWA�

"RACKS฀,ABOR฀GOVERNMENT฀MAKES฀ELECTION฀PROMISE฀TO฀CONDUCT฀AN฀INVESTIGATION฀INTO฀ESTABLISHING฀NEW฀
RED฀GUM฀NATIONAL฀PARKS�

6.0!฀REACHES฀AGREEMENT฀WITH฀THE฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀ON฀SHARED฀CAMPAIGN฀OBJECTIVES�

6ICTORIAN฀%NVIRONMENT฀!SSESSMENT฀#OUNCIL฀�6%!#	฀2IVER฀2ED฀'UM฀)NVESTIGATION฀COMMENCES�฀!FTER฀A฀
CONCERTED฀CAMPAIGN�฀THE฀TERMS฀OF฀REFERENCE฀INCLUDE฀CONSIDERATION฀OF฀!BORIGINAL฀JOINT฀MANAGEMENT฀
MODELS฀n฀A฀6ICTORIAN฀lRST�

0ROTECTED฀HABITAT฀LOGGED฀IN฀THE฀"ARMAH฀&OREST�฀3USTAINED฀PROTEST฀BY฀&O%�฀6.0!฀AND฀9ORTA฀9ORTA฀
LEADS฀TO฀AN฀EXTERNAL฀INVESTIGATION฀BY฀THE฀%NVIRONMENT฀0ROTECTION฀!UTHORITY�฀)T฀IS฀FOUND฀THAT฀THE฀
$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3USTAINABILITY฀AND฀%NVIRONMENT฀SENT฀LOGGING฀CONTRACTORS฀INTO฀A฀PROTECTED฀AREA฀FOR฀THE฀
NATIONALLY฀THREATENED฀3UPERB฀0ARROT�

2ED฀GUM฀FORESTS฀CLEAR
FELLED฀ON฀THE฀-URRAY฀2IVER฀INCLUDING฀ONE฀���฀M฀BY฀���฀M�฀ONLY฀METRES฀FROM฀
THE฀BANKS฀OF฀THE฀-URRAY฀NEAR฀4OOLEYBUC�฀IN฀.37�

3EVEN฀ENVIRONMENT฀GROUPS฀SIGN฀A฀#OOPERATION฀!GREEMENT฀WITH฀-,$2).�฀FORMING฀AN฀ALLIANCE฀FOR฀THE฀
PROTECTION฀OF฀THE฀ECOLOGICAL฀AND฀CULTURAL฀INTEGRITY฀OF฀THE฀-URRAY฀AND฀,OWER฀$ARLING฀2IVERS฀SYSTEMS�

.0!฀.37฀TAKE฀&ORESTS฀.37฀TO฀COURT฀BUT฀LOGGING฀CONTINUES฀IN฀THREATENED฀SPECIES฀HABITATS�฀!฀
COMMUNITY฀BLOCKADE฀ENSUES฀IN฀-ILLEWA฀FOREST�฀HALTING฀LOGGING฀FOR฀lVE฀DAYS�฀4HE฀BLOCKADE฀ENDS฀
WHEN฀&ORESTS฀.37฀AND฀.0!฀REACH฀AN฀OUT
OF
COURT฀SETTLEMENT฀UNDER฀WHICH฀RESTRICTIONS฀ARE฀PUT฀ON฀
LOGGING฀UNTIL฀THE฀PREPARATION฀OF฀AN฀%NVIRONMENTAL฀)MPACT฀3TATEMENT�

%NVIRONMENT฀GROUPS฀BEGIN฀NEGOTIATIONS฀OVER฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS฀WITH฀4RADITIONAL฀/WNERS฀IN฀THE฀-URRAY

$ARLING�

6ICTORIAN฀%NVIRONMENT฀!SSESSMENT฀#OUNCIL฀RECOMMEND฀�������฀HA฀OF฀NEW฀AND฀EXPANDED฀
CONSERVATION฀RESERVES฀TO฀PROTECT฀RED฀GUM฀FORESTS�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀CO
MANAGEMENT฀OF฀.YAH
6INIFERA฀AND฀
"ARMAH�

6ICTORIAN฀GOVERNMENT฀ACCEPTS฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀RECOMMENDATIONS�฀COMMITTING฀TO฀A฀MASSIVE฀������฀
HA฀INCREASE฀IN฀THE฀RED฀GUM฀RESERVE฀SYSTEM�฀AND฀CO
MANAGEMENT฀OF฀.YAH
6INIFERA฀AND฀"ARMAH฀
FORESTS�

#AMPAIGN฀TIMELINE

6ICTORIA�S฀,AND฀#ONSERVATION฀#OUNCIL฀CONDUCTS฀A฀-URRAY฀6ALLEY฀!REA฀)NVESTIGATION�฀4HE฀.ATIONAL฀
0ARTY฀WATERS฀DOWN฀THE฀ALREADY฀LIMITED฀CONSERVATION฀PROPOSALS฀IN฀THE฀UPPER฀HOUSE฀TO฀THE฀EXTENT฀
THAT฀LOGGING฀AND฀GRAZING฀IS฀PERMITTED฀IN฀THE฀NEW฀"ARMAH฀3TATE฀0ARK�฀4HE฀6ICTORIAN฀.ATIONAL฀0ARKS฀
!SSOCIATION฀�6.0!	฀REFUSE฀TO฀RECOGNISE฀THE฀NEW฀PARK�

'OULBURN฀6ALLEY฀%NVIRONMENT฀'ROUP฀�'6%'	฀FORMED�

9ORTA฀9ORTA฀REQUEST฀MEETING฀WITH฀'6%'฀AND฀THE฀BEGINNINGS฀OF฀AN฀ALLIANCE฀EMERGE�









4HE฀#OOPERATION฀!GREEMENT

4HE฀-URRAY฀#OUNTRY฀0ROJECT�฀฀
0EOPLE�฀,AND฀AND฀7ATER

3IGNATORIES฀TO฀THE฀
����฀#OOPERATION฀!GREEMENT฀



3TRATEGIES฀FOR฀THE฀FUTURE


