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'hree years after bLhe Terania Creek
‘rain’orest logging dispute, con-

servationists are again confronting
loggers and the iforestry Commission

in the Nisghtcap Range, 35 km. north
of Lismore in N.E. N.53.4.

A number of camps have been set up
around the forest and the population
is building up steadily. In addition
a large number of local conservation-
ists are on call when needed.

T"ocus is on the Grier's 3crub and
M. Vardi areas of the pronosed
Jightcan Wational Park (which includes
Merania Jreek) and since early August
conservationists have been mounting
various non-violent actions almost
daily to slow down logging operations
~and to draw public attention to the
situation.
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jomz moniths ago the N.3.d.
*rovernmant's rainforest
oblicy sub-committee (chair-
ed by the nremier) promised
a rainforest protection
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had long been calling for a stop to all
state-wide pnoll commissioned by the
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lonsarvationists
rainforest logging. A
lational Trust showed that 70% of the neoonle of
wanted an end to rainforest logging.

'he committee responded by asking the major conservation
grouns for a list of those rainforest areas which were of
npapticular importance. Of the half dozen areas on this
shortlist, logging continues only on the Nightcap.

Jhat hes happened to our Rainforest Protection Policy?

e |

Usually reliable sources have it thal the release of the

nolicy has been stalled by intense pressure from the Day-Gordon-
Insworth axis of the labor party and that Day has threatenad

to resisn if it is released. ‘eccording to thin view we have

the numbers in both cabinet and caucus to protect the rain-
forest. 4e anticinate that non-violent direct sction on the
Vightc4p will provide the necessary focus to bring the issue

to m5




AThe Role of the Forestry Comnission AR

| 'HE "FORESTRY COMMISSION - ABOVE THSE LAW?

In the absence of Federal Government control, the N.35.7.

® ‘orestry Commission is virtually a law unto itsel®. It is
not subject to the same legal restraints as other nublic

j or private organisations:

EXAMPLSE 1

State Forests are specifically exzmpted from the provisions of
the 80il Conservation Act. Private landowners, develoners,

/ public authorities are all rastrained by goil conservation
'z/ laws from cutting trees on slopes over 18”. On the Nightcan
/ the Commission is logging 35 slopes, eroding soil and polluting
water catchment for Nimbin in the south, Murwillumbah in the '
north.
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"he Local Government Act states that Local Councils may not
"pestrict or prohibit e....the carrying out of any forestry
work by the Horestry CommissiloN.....”

EXAMPLS 3%

Unmarked Trees. 'When a tree is selected for logging, the
Torester blazes a notch on the butt near theground. [This
exnosed section of wood is then branded with ¥C and a number
gllocated to the marker.

it

'our unmarked trees have been found in Goonimbah 5.F., three
brushwood tre=s logged 8 months ago and one brush box felled
"in the last month.

On 17th. August, 1982 Sup. Burke was approached in the forest
and advised of the suspected theft. He refused to inspect the
suspect stumps even thouzh empowered to do so by the Tore:try
i Commission Act.

On 19th. August Torestry Commissioner Gentle was informed of
the suspected theft and the lack of action by Porester Lemaire.
N\Y/ No action has yet been taken by ~olice or Forestry Commission
// to investigate this susnected thelt.
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,n'\ﬁSince these eve1ts a fourth tree has been found in Griers
i ﬂ’ iecrub and four neople were arrested on 26th. Ausust while
ﬁl’ ‘ trying to persuade SeR.(On. Cheeseworth and Con. Hayes to
N 4 investigate.
|

f
“”W ‘he matter is now in the hands of the Ombudsmane.
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Cn numerous occasions in the forest operations, Standard
rosion Mitigation Conditions or Special Conditions are
disregarded. For examnle, snigging traclts crossing waterways,
crossways constructed but inadequate to handle peak stresam
flows, banKs not constructed to a stable slope, hends fallen
into creeks and not removed, insufficient care to avoid damage
of retained trees.

Destruction of exempted snecies, epecially bangalow nalms
and interference with red cedar.

e
A lezked revort has revealed that the Forestry Commission
is aware of malpractices within its own organisation:

In June 1981, the Forastry Comnissioner, Or. Wal Gentle gave an
onening address to the Horestry Commission's Senior Officer's
Conference. The leaked transcript of Dr. Gentle's address
included an admission that '"the 3tandard Erosion Mitigation
Conditions are being breached, and seriously, nearly all the
time". In particular he mentioned that this applied at Terania
Creek. This contradicts the Forestry Commission's submission
under oath to the Terania Creek inquiry that logsing at
Terania was carried out in accordance with erosion mitigation
conditions.

He went on to my that....."a very, very big improvement overa¥l
by everyone has to be made because those are the grounds on
which (and the only grounds on which) we can be pulled into

the Land and GSnvironment Court. The grounds are that we are
breaching the law, which we are doing".

However, these same logging practices continue in Grier's bSerub
and the Comnmission has taken the unnrecedented step of closing
the forest to the public.

B““}“‘”“S Abor¥3thL \_eud\q:\_-)
 FranX TRoberTs Tu\K{na Te Tha camp.
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“ﬁmwg a Nighbcap National Park?”fm 3

The National Parks Association of New South Wwales has called
on the State Government to declare a National Park on the Nightcap
Range north of Lismore, an area of more than 4000 Ha. extending
from the Nightcap Flora Reserve in the east through Terania Creek
Basin and Goonimbah State Forest to Blue Knob in the west. The
Minister responsible for the National karks anrnd Wildlife Service,
The Hon. Eric Bedford, has studied our proposal and states that it
has "... considerable merit, especially for the preservation of
virgin rainforest."

We have three main arguments to show why this area should be
declared a National Park - historical, economic and ecological:

1, Historical: Lismore's long lost National Park.

Since the turn of the century, there have been numerous attempts
to have areas of the Nightcap reserved. Iinally, in the
thirties, a number of councils in the region and local resi-
dents made representations to the NSW Government for the
establishment of a National Park. Notable among those pressing
for the park was the Mayor of Lismore, E. J. Eggins, who sought
the dedication of an area centred on the old Nightcap track.

The Government responded by declaring the Nightcap National
Forest comprising about 30,000 acres incorporating Whian Whian,
Goonimbah, Burringbar and Nullum State Forests. On 15 May, 1937,
the Hon. Roy 5. Vincent M.L.A., Minister for Mines and Forests
in his declaration stated that the management plan for the
National Forest weculd provide for " ...what is to all intents
and purposes a National Park serving all time." The total
park area was to be about 3000 acres. The Northern Star of

17 May, 1937, devoted its front page and two others to stories
and photographs of the dedication ceremony at Minyon Falls.
Included was a statement by the late Ald. S. J. Hosie, Mayor

of Lismore

" ... thanks to the Minister for the Forestry Act
and to the three district members for the efforts
producing this happy culmination to thirty years'
agitation for the Nightcap National Park."

wWar intervened. Those intentions were never carried out.
After the war, the management plans were 'misplaced', not to
resurface until 1975. The areas "to all intents and purposes
a National Park" have been lost to intensive forestry and
even bananas (with the exception of 375 unlogged hectares of
the Nightcap Flora Reserve).

Again, in 1963, the Minister for Lands proposed a National lark

on the Nightcap but on the advice of the Forestry Commission '
this was rejected by the Minister for Conservation. |

2. ‘conomic: iive years of timber, or tourism in verpetuity?’

According to the 7orestry Commission's present management plan,
the remaining stands of mature trees in the proposed nark (some
carbon-dated at 1300 years old), will be cut out by 1986. it
that time, the one mill in Murwillumbah cutting timber There




will have to close or find alternative timber supvolies. _de
oropose that the State Government assist this mill in converting
its operations to utilise thinnings or plantation pine.

In contrast to this situation, tourism is booming in this area.
"Betwean April 1979 and March 1980, the North Coast received
2.67 million visitors who stayed an average of 4.78 nights."
(nept. Industrial Development and Decentralisation), This
number is expected nearly to double in the next decade. "The
Jorth Coast is a major tourist destination. 1In 1979-80 no
other non-metronolitan region in NSW rivalled the North Coast
in terms of number of visitor nights". (Dept. Industrial :
Development and Decentralisation). These visitors last year
spent an estimated -35 million in the Richmond Valley and the
same in the I'weed. (Dept. Tourism).

In spite of this trend, the Richmond-Tweed has less National
Park ver head of povulation than any other region in NSW, (with -
the exception of the Murray and Murrumbidsee which are disting- -
uished by having none at all). There is great pressure on the
existing vparks here, especially Mount Jarning which is already
in danger of degradation from over-use. The Ilightcap quite
literally is our last chance to rectify this situation. There
is no more natural forest left in the area.

Under the headline "Conservation 'row' may have led to Tourist
Boom", the Northern Star of 25 May 1981 quoted the Lismore City
Jouncil development officer in charge of the Tourist Information
Jentre as saying that "...many visitors simply were asking:
‘Jhere is the nearestminforest?"

'There has been an increasing awareness of and concern
about conservation issues”.

"They are asking about our natural forests such as Terania
Oreek...." said the development officer.

:onomic analysis shows that with the number of tourists in
the resion, the economic benefits of a National Park outweigh
the costs by an order of magnitude, even in the short term.
With proper management, these economic benefits are ours

in verpetuity.

3, The Ecological Argument

The Forestry Commission believes that samples of indisturbed
forest are important for a number of reasons:

"(a) they provide an historic link with forests of
aboriginal days;

(b) they represent the original habitat of our native
plants and animals;

(c) they shelter plants and animals that could under
some circumstances be otherwise threatened with

extinction;

(d) they often contain forest stands of particular
grandeur and beauty;

(e) they allow us to study the way forests grow and
behave under essentially natural conditions;




(f) they provide a recreational resource of great
gignificance in our increasingly urbanised lives."

(Forest and Timber, vol.l0, no.l, 1974)

In its Background Paper, Rainforest Policies, 1979, the
State Government's National Parks and Wildlife Service states:

"Where previously large tracts of rainforest such as
'the Big Scrub' and 'the Illawarra Brush' have been
almost obliterated by clearing, there is justification
for maximising the conservation effort for the few
remaining vestiges."

(N.P.W.S. Background Paper,
Rainforest Policies, October 1979)

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (of

which Australiz is a member), would certainly agree with both

of the above statements. This body recommends that at least

5% of each country be set aside primarily for the preservation

of natural ecosystems., Diamond's work on island bio-geography
has shown that even if 5% of a given ecosystems is set aside
undisturbed, 60 - 70% of the species originally present will

be lost in the long term, due to genetic drift and other factors.

The N.R.C.A.E.'s North Coast Region Resources Inventory and
Iland-use Planning Guidelines to the Year 2001 suggests that

" .. with the extreme diversity of flora and fauna native

to the North Coast region, more than 5% of the total land area
should be preserved to ensure a greater depth of protection
for the region's irreplaceable biological resources."

Far less than one per cent of the region is being preserved
primarily for the preservation of natural ecosystems.

The Nightcap is part of the Tim of an ancient volcano. When
this volcano erupted 20 million years ago, the plug, Mount
warning, was 3,500 feet higher than it is now. Even then
the rainforest was 100 million years old.

Jhen we were all part of Gondwanaland, before Antartica
sailed away to the south, \sia to the north, that rainforest
existed. Decisions we make in the remaining jecades of

this century will determine whether this most ancient of
forests is to continue at all.

"he Yightcan National Park is the last chance for the2
nsople of Lismore to vpreserve an ecolozically vinble
fracment of the original nature of our ared.
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PRI Front Lines!s

This Poem by Pulitzer Prize winning poet Gary Snyder describes
the American experience. But the struggle is the same.

The edge of cancer

Swells against the hill - we feel
a foul breeze -

And it sinks back down.

The deer winter here

A chasinsaw growls in the gorge.

Ten wet days and the log trucks stop,
The trees breathe.

Sunday the 4-wheel jeep of the ”‘
Realty Company brings in //
Landseekers, lookers, they say

To the land,

Spread your legs. \

The jets crack sound overhead, it's OK here;
Every pulse of the rot at the heart

In the sick fat veins of Amerika

Pushes the edge up closer -

A bulldozer grinding and slobbering
Sideslipping and belching on top of

The skipned-up bodies of still-live bushes
In the pay of a man

From town.

Behind is a forest that goes to the Artic
And a desert that still belongs to the Piute
And here we must draw

Our line.

@ @@ Nightcap Sacred Sites.

FROM THE NORTHERN STAR 44th August, 1982

"The State Forestry Commission has erected two gate-posts
within walking distance of what Bundjalung tribal elder,
Mr Lyle Roberts, describes as his totem, or most sacred
place. '

A spokesman for the Nightcap Action Group said that an
attempt soon could be made to log rainforest just below
the summit of Mt Nardi, which includes the totem.

Mr Roberts, 87, yesterday visited a conservation camp-
site at Googarna Forest Road, to state his feelings on the
the gate and the forest, the scene of a dispute between
loggers and conservationists.

'

In addition to the Mt. Nardi site, local aborigines have
designated the Blue Knob burial sites and the Terania
initiation sites as sacred sites.




Standard Sawmill, Robb & Brown & Adsteam.

Standard Sawmills who are engaged in logging the proposed Nightcap
National Park are deliberately provoking a confrontation with
conservationists by continuing rainforest logging while unable to sell
existing stocks of timber due to a downturn in the building industry.
Imployees spent three weeks in the last month doing maintenance work
rather than milling and 15 workers have been laid off already.
Standards are hoping that & confrontation will enable them %o retrench
a large number of redundant employees and blame conservationists.
Standards received 2 million dollars after the Border Ranges decision
in 1978. The government provided this money to ensure continuation

of employment, yet scores of men have been laid off since.

The recently leaked Fortech report shows that there are from 10,000
to 12,000 cubic metres of regrowth thinnings p.a. in the Murwillumbah
working circle and these are overdue for cutting.....Bhis is more than
Standards quota for the Nightcap and could easily replace it with no
loss of Jobs.

The true situation regarding employment in the timber industry is as
follows:- As a result of forestry commission policies over several
decades, and as a result of multinational takeover of mills and the
consequent automation, 3,300 jobs have been lost in the timber industry
in N.S.W. in 5 years.

Standard Sawmills provide a good example of this process. Over the
years they took over a large number of small mills in order to acquire
their quota of timber from the State's forests. They would then close
the mills and sack the employees. Standards were themselves swallowed
by Robb & Brown. Australia's giant multinational, Adelaide Steamship
Co., is the largest shareholder in Robb & Brown.

Adelaide Steamship Co., is financing its multimillion dollar takeovers
by plundering both rainforests and timberyindustry Jjobs on the

North coast. Their profits in 1980-81 were over %50million. In a
couple of years when Standards has cut out the Nurwillumbah Working
Circle, Robb & Brown will move management and machinery down to the
Bathurst pineforests and leave both the ecological and economic
environments in ruins.




Taxpayers are subsidising this process by the Forestry Commission's
traditional annual deficit (totalling some $200 million over 20 years.)

The Nightcap Action Group announces a boycott of the Adelaide
oteamship Company until they:-
1. OStop rainforest logging
2. Take responsibility for the jobs of their north coast
timberworkers.

The Australian Conservation Foundation is publicising this boycott

and is writing to the Adelaide Steamship Company to let them know that
they are considering sponsoring the boycott. There are over -half a
million members of conservation organisations in Australia who are
being asked to participate in the boycott.

Amongst its numerous hdldings, Adelaide Steamship Company controls
department stores (David Jones, Georges) and Tooth's Breweries.

In their reply to A.C.F., Adelaide Steamship Company claim that as
they only have 3 of the 8 directors on the board of Robb & Brown,
they can't stop the rainforest logging activities. Consequently,
N.A.G. has written to the State Government Insurance Office, the
second largest shareholder in Robb & Brown.

We asked them to join with Adsteam in ensuring a more responsible
attitude on Robb & Brown's part. Unless there is a halt to Robb &
Brown's rainforest logging, there will be simultaneous demonstrations
outside D.J.'s etc. in every capital city in Australia during September
Also in mid-September we will be advising the 100,000 members of
conservation organisations in N.S.W. to buy private rather than S5.G.I.0.
insurance when registering their cars. An opinion poll conducted by
the National Trust showed that 70% of people in N.S.W. want an end to
rainforest logging.
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For. A HAMDFOL. OF THAMNBER. — WILL 4P

b// I
e Terania Story”s

About seven years ago the residents of Terania Creek, a peaceful valley
20 miles from Lismore, heard that the Forestry Commission wvere pl-nning to
clearfell all the rainforest basin at the end of the valley.

The residents immediately formed the Terania Native Forest Aiction Group
(TNFAG), and the first thing TNFAG did was toobtain more information and
set up a public meeting to di scuss the issue. This meeting was held at the
Channon Hall at the entrarce to the valley and included residents, mill workers
and Forestry representatives. At this meeting the Forestry had revised their
origrinal plan to clearfell the entire basin and instead they were going to
log the rainforest to a 50% canopy retention and clearfell the buffer zones.
As pressure mounted against this praposal, it was again changed, this time to
only log the buffer zones to 50% canopy retention.(This is still t'e current
intention). These buffer zones are accepted by world experts as emergent
rainforest and are imperative to the survival of the pure rainforest.

After five years of constant lobbying and attempting to get an Independant
Environmental Impact Stuly instigated, all to no avail, it was decided to set
up a protest camp on private property at the entrance to the forest.

After 3 weeks of solid protest involving hundreds of conservationists and
a daily average of 100 police, the Wran Government decided to call a halt to
logging and set up an inquiry. This inquiry was not the Impact Study asked for,
but a judicial inquiry headed by a retired Judge appointed by the Minister for
Conservation, Lyn Gordon, who had been against the conservationists from the
out set.

This Judge failed to understand the situation and was too old to walk in

the forest to gain a first hand understanding, He wouldn't allow any discussion
on reaforestation or the possibility of Ternia Creek becoming part of a National h

Park. His inquiry was not competant to evaluate the ecological evidence
presented.

His eventual finding was to allow logging to continue, but the Goverrment
has not accepted this finding.
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» Reafforestation = Rainforest + Jobs. %

Rainforest is a womb of life. We evolved from rainforest

and fully half of the species of flora and fiuna on eamth

exist within the rainforests. To destroy rainforest is

to be like the most impoverished, drought-stricken people,
reduced by starvation to eating the seeds saved for next
season's planting. Are we so poor? To save the rainfor=st
and preserve jobs we will have to pay - by employing peonle

to reforest the degraded slones of the Horta Joast until there
are trees to mill again.

At one end of landscape spectrum we have untouched rainforest,
at the other, productive farmland. In the middle we have huge
areas of 'marginal' farmland, eroding, weed infested or carrying
degraded forest. 'hese areas, the result of past over-clearing,
are capable of carrying sufficient forest to meet timber needs
without cutting out remaining native forests. Effective
reforestation would solve the erosion and weed problems, as

well as creating substantial employment.'

In N.3.W. , apart from the southern plantations of Radiata Pine,
there are no|economic incentives for reforestation. This is
mainly due to the Forestry Commission's intention to supply the
state's timber needs from the exotic pine resource almost
exclusively.

In 1979 the N.S.W. Cabinet commissioned a task force to enquire
into the regulation and encouragement of private forestry and a
renort on its findings was presented to the Minister for Forests
in 1981. The report recommends grants and loans to subsidize
the cost of reforestation work as well as the removal of the
considerable disincentives at present existing, and if adopted,
would pave the way for extensive reforesiation and att-ndant
employment opportunities. 'he Government's inaction on the
report, shows comolete hypocrisy in their alleged concern with
jobs and environment. '

If State finances do not allow positive action to be funded,
the l'ederal Government should take responsibility. Given present
attitudes it looks like staying 'the year of the concrete pylon'.
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779 @ON& Why Protect RainForests ? A0

Last year more than 50 of the world's most emminent scientists wrote to the
premier, pleading that he preserve the remnants of N.3.W rainforests. The
following quotations are from these letters:

Zpmeritus Professor P.W. Richards, Cambridge:

"The survival of the rainforests of Australia is a
matter for serious anxiety...."

[ ] 2
erald Durrell, Jersey Wildlife Preservation T t el Islandg:

ess "The world's tropical moist forests hold over one half of the
planet's species of plants and animals and these living things
have been of immeasursble value to science and human welfare
and will be so in the future - if they survive. ™....The present
rate of our destruction of the planet means that in the next twenty

yvears, half to one million species of plants and animals wi 11 become
extinotes...™

Irofessor N.,W Moore, University of London and Nature Cohservanoy
Council, London:

" As you will know, some 20 million hectares of the world's

primary rainforests are being destroyed or severely damaged each
year, so that the complete destruection of the extensive rainforest
ecogystem looks to be a matter of time only. The rainforests, as
the most complex biotic community in the world, is generally known
to bé a highly diversified and fragile ecosystem, which is not able
to regenerate after destruction. The rainforest ecosystem is a
nonrenewable genetic resource of many species of plants and animals
which = once displaced by large-scale land use - can never return to
re-~occupy the area."

Professor Paul R, Ehrlich, Stanford University, Stanford California:

"In my view, the remaining subtropical rainforests of New South
Wales (indeed the remaining forests, especially tropical forests,
of Australia) are a national treasure that should be protected at
all costs from logging or clearing.™

Professor D, Mueller-Dombois, Dept.of Botany, University of Haweii
at Manoa:

"essosThis would indicate that a threshhold size is being approached
which when decreased further may indeed result in an irreplaceable
loss of a self-maintaining natural forest cover. Further consequences|
are the loss of potential ly useful genetic stock, loss of important
wildlife habitat, and loss of a number of intangible scientfic,
scenic, recreational, and educational values. It is unfortunate
that +the latter cannot be exactly weighed in dollars and cents like

a commercial tree crop. But informed opinion all over the world
now holds that unless a nation is really at its existential minimum,
these intangible val ues may considerably outweigh the short=term
commercial interests".

Emeritus Professor Heinrich Walter, Botanical Inatiéufé, Hohenheim
University, West Germany:

"Primary rainforests are the most susceptible terrestrial eco-
system, They never regenerate after clearing or logging and
are succeeded by a much poorer secondary forest vegetation."




Teter 1I, Raven, Director, llissouri Botanical Garden:

".... Rainforest worldwide is being depleted at a rate that
sugrests that little if any will be le £t beyond the first few
years of the next century. One can easily envision the reason
for logging and clearing of rainforest in developing countries,
but one might hope that in countries such as Australia which have
abundant resources of other kinds, that ways might be found to
preserve this priceless heritage for the benefit of future gener-
ations".

Dr. Peter S, Ashton, Director of the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard
'niversity:

"Mere 18 no doubt that other, less advanced nations are looking

to Australia for leadership in this aspect of land-use which,

though not a central one to you, can affect #® livelihood, and

perhaps the very survival, of millions in many tropical countries", ,

" Unfortunately most of the humid forests of the tropics and p—
gubtropics occur in developing countries which often lack both the
finaneial and technical means for preventing their continuing
destruction. A special responsibility falls therefore upon those
nations which are not so hard-pressed financially and which possess
the seientific and technical expertise needed to protect and manage
tropical and sub-tropical forests,"

Professor P, Greig-Smith, School of Plant Biolos Iniversi College
of lorth VWales:

w,,.Rain forest is the most complex type of vegetation in
existence ani our scientific understanding of it has still a very
long way to go. To destroy it - and it cannot be maintained by
leaving small pockets unlogged — is to prevent mankind from ever
attaining the full understanding of a major feature of our environ-
ment and thus impoverish the heritage of our descendants....”

w_ .. hustralia is one of the very few developed nationsto include
rain forest and there is no doubt that the example it sets will
have a profound influence on opinion in the "third-world" nations
ith much more extensive areas of rain forest. All those with any
understandins of rain forests will be waiting anxiously to hear what
decision is made andwi 11 hope that New South Wales vill give a lead
t o Australia and the wrld in this very important matter".

L]
Professor E.J.l. Corner, C.B.E., F.R.S. , Fmeritus Professor of
Tropical “otany, University of Cambridge.

, "/hat will posterity think, if bereft of themagnificent,
‘ beautiful, peculiar and endemic vegetation of Australia - unique
| in the worli = with all itsliving creatures? MNust all this be
i sacrificed for transitory profit, selling timber?
Facts, figures, profits, loss, into the exportation of the
} 1ast board, do not matter: it is the viable sanctuvary that
i will now count. So I hope to hear of the Fremier's Park or
' better, of the Premicr's Parks, +o the snduring honour of New
' South WalesY

I A 14 poze booklet titled m iorld Seientists VWrite to Premier Wran about
! Rainfor gt", is available for $1 inc. postage, from the Rainforest Informatio
Centre, 1'.0. Box 368, LISNOLE 2480,
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Ends: To protect life on earth by protecting earth's

rainforest by nrotecting N.S.W. rainforest
on the Nightcanp.

Means: Won-violent direct action to hinder logzging, thus

raisins the issue to prominence in the media and
in people's minds.

non-violent ?

A statewide noll commissioned by the National Trust found
that 70% of the people of N.S.W. want an end to rainforest
logging. At present we are the cutting edge of that
majorify. Perhaps the only way we can fail to get a
rainforest nrotection opolicy is if we can be alienated
from those 70% by being nainted as violent or even
destructive to pronerty. There's big money and entrenched
bureaucracy waiting eagerly to miake us look like the red
brigades or Chirlie lManson. Indeed the traditional way
of destroyinz 2 successfull non-violent action is Tor an
agent provocateur to commit an act of violence to dis-
credit the action.

f

Violence won't work. ‘he st te 2lways wins when it comes ’
to violence. /

ihen violence fishts violence who wins? Violence does.
escalatine violence versus violsnce gets us aowhere,




%vm Consensus &

What is Consensus? Consensus is a process for group decision-making. It is

a method by which an entire group of people can come to an agreement. The
input and ideas of all participants are gatheredand synthesized to arrive at

a final deeision acceptable to all, Through consensus, we are not only working
to achieve better solutions, but also to promote the growth of community and
trust.

Consensus vs. Voting: Voting is a means by which we choose 6ne alternative fram
several., Consensus, on the other hand, is a process of synthesizing many
diverse elements together,. *

Voting is a win or lose model, in which people are more often concerned
with the numbers it takesto "win" than with the issue itself. Voting does not
take into account individual feelings or needs. In essence, it is a quantite
ative, rather than qualitative, method of decision-m&king.

A basic set of rules for a consensus process is:

1. Be clear about areas of agreement.
2. The problem/situation needing consideration is discussed. A clear idea
of what decision needs to be made is formulated. A proposal can then be made.
(Part of this discussion should bring out the present position or course of
mction of the group relating to the issue at hand).
3., People present who do not speak are assumed to have no strong feeling on
the issue.
4, Aft er adequate discussion, it is asked if there is opposition to the
proposal as stated.
5, If there are no objections the proposal can be formally stated and adop=
t ed. A consensus has been reached.
6. Opposition to a proposal will block its adoption., Opposition must be
resolved for the proposal to be adopted.
7. If the objection can be satisfied, a sense of the meeting can be taken
again, If there are no further objections the proposal can be adopted.
.8, If an objection cannot be satisfied, and no creative alternative solution
can be offered wh'ich meets no objections, thena proposal cannot be adopted
as consensus. The group would then continue with the last consensus decision
it had on the subject, or lacking such previous decision the consensus would
be to take no action on the proposal.

There are ways to object to a proposal within consensus:
1. Non-support ("I don't see the need for this, but I'll go along").
2, Reservat ions ("I think this may be a mistake, but I can live with it").
3, Standing aside ("I pérsonally can't do this, but I won't stop others from
doing ito") L
4, Withdrawing from the group.

Some guidelines for consensus process:

1. Responsibility = Block consensus only for gserious, principled objections.

Help others to find ways to satisfy your objections.
2. Respect - Accept objections, trust those who make them to be acting res-

ponsibly, Help find ways to satisfy objections.

3, Co-operation = Look for areas of agreement and common ground; avoid
competitive right-wrong, win-lose thinking. When a stalemate occurs, look

for creative alternatives, or for next-most-acceptable proposals. Avoid
arguing for your owm way to prevail. Present your ideas clearly, then listen
to others and try to advance the group synthesis.

4, Creative conflict = Avoid conflictereducing techniques like majority vote,
averages, or coin tossing. Try instead to regolve the conflict. Don't .
abadon an objection for "harmony" if it is a real problem you are s eaking to.
Don't try to trade off objections or to reward people for standing aside.

TWe all have the same purpose, to non=-violently stop rainforest logging.
Seemingly irreconcilable differences can be resolved if people speak their
feelings h onestly and genuinely try to understand all positions (ind uding their
owvn) better.
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IT IS ESSUNTIAL TO REMAIN CAIM A'D POLITE WHEN TALKING TO A POLEICENAL.

If you are arrested, you have a right to be Informed immediately of the
charge.

If you resist lawful arrest, the policemer can use all necessary force
to arrest you.

If the policemar says you are not under arrest you may walk away - however
it is not wise to exercise this right unless indeperdent witnesses are
present,

Whether you are under arrest or are merely under suspiciuz you are not
obliged to answer questions or provide information to the police, but,
you are required to give your name ard address to the police on request.

Every word spoken to the police no matter howcasually cant® used in court
just as readily as a signed statement,

A statement may either be written personally or dictated to a police
officer who must write down the exact words spaken, may not prompt, and
may only ask such questions as are necessary to make the statement correct.
If you read it through ani ackmowledige it to be correct that makes the
statement admissable evidence against you.

Procedure at a police station. You should immediately ask for bail and
request that your solicitor and relatives be notified. Above all do not
lose your temper or dllow yourself to be rattled, smart or rude. TYou are
not in a good pesition to score verbal points. Any suggestion from a
policeman that by mdcing a statement you will be making things easier for
yourself or anyone else should be regarded with suspicion.

Once you have been charged, the police may search your peckets, bags, etc.
for articles that may have some bearing on the offence charged, or with
which you might do some injury to yourself or others while in custody.
They may also wish to take your fingerprints and photograph you. If you
are evertually found not guilty you should request that the photographs
and fingerprinte be destroyed.

Complaints against the police: If you believe that the police have exceeded
their powers you should make anote of thenaemes and numbers of the officers
concerned. If you are forced to go to a pelice station without being
arrested; if you are not told why you have been arrested; if you are not
permitt ed to communicate with your solicitor and relatives; if you are
obstructed in obtaining bail; or if you have been ill=treated you should

ask to see the senior officer at the police station or record your complaint .

Make a note of the conversations with the police using as nearly as
possible the exact words spoken., Contact any possible witnesses and ask
them to remember relevant facts. If you have been physically illetreated
go straight to a doctor and ask him/ her to report on your irjuries photo-
graphed by a competant photosrapher.

Choose your own solicitor = see l.A.G. office for contacts.
Never plead guilty unless advised by a solicitor. Do not plead guilty on

police advice. In our criminal courts a person is innocent until proven
guilty, so the onus of proof is on the prosectuion.




TREES - BY HERMANN HESSE

For me, trees have always been the most penctrating
preachers. I revere them when they live in tribes and
families, in forests and groves. And even more I revere
them when they stand alone. They are like lonely persons.
Not like hermits who have stolen away out.of some weakness,
but like great, solitary men, like Beethoven and Nietzsche.
In their highest boughs the world rustles, their roots
rest in infinity, but they do not lose themselves there,
they struggle with all the force of their lives for

one thing only: to fulfill themselves according to their
own laws, to build up their own form, to represent themselves.
Nothing is holier, nothing is more exemplary than a
beautiful, strong tree.

When a tree is cut down and reveals its naked death-wound
to the sun, one can read its whole history in the luminous,
inseribed disk of its trunk: in the rings of its yeurs,
its scars, all the struggle, all the suf fering, all

the sickness, all the happiness and prosperity stand
truly written, the narrow years and the luxurious ycars,
the attacks withstood, the storms endured. And every
young farmboy knows that the hardest and noblest wood
has the narrowesl rings, that high on the mountains

and in continuing danger the most indestructible, the
strongest, the ideal trees grow. :

Trees are sanctuaries, whoever: knows how to speak to
them, whoever knows how to listen to them, can learn
the truth. They do not preach learning and precepts,
they preach, undeterred by particulars, the ancient
law of life. :

A tree says: A kernel is hidden in me, a spark, a thought,
I am life from eternal life. The attempt and the risk

that the eternal mother took with me is unique, unique

the form and veins of my skin, unique the smallest play

of leaves in my branches and the smallest scar on my

bark. 1 was made to form and reveal the eternal in

my smallést special detail.

A tree says: My strength is trust. I know nothing
about my fathers, I know nothing about the thousand
children that every year spring out of me. I live out
the secrot of my seed to the very end, and I care for
nothing else. 1 trust that God is in me. I trust that
ty labor is holy. Out of this trust I live.

Wheh we are stricken and cannot bear our lives any longer,
then a tree has something to say to us. Be still! Be

sti11! Look at me! Life is not easy, life: is not difficult.
Those are thildish thoughts. Let God speak within you,

and your thoughts will grow silent. You are anxious

because your path leads away from mother and home. But
every step and every day lead you back again to the

mcther. Home is neither here nor there. Home is within

you or home is nowhere at all. 3

longing to wander tears my heart when 1 hear trees
rustling in the wind at evening. If one listens to
them silently for a long time, this longing reveals
its kernel, its meaning. It is not so much a matter
of escaping from one's suffering, though 'it may seem
to be so. 1t is a longing for home, for a memory of
the mother, for new metaphors for life. It leads home.
Every path leads homeward, every step is birth, every
step is death, every grave is mother.

So the tree rustles in the evening, when we stand uneasy
before our own childish thoughts. Trees have long thoughts,
long-breathing and restful, just as they have longer

lives than ours. They are wiser than we are, as long

as we-do not listen to them. But when we have learned

how to listen to trees, then the brevity and the quickness
and the childlike hastiness of our thoughts achieve

an incomparable joy. Whoever has learned how to listen

to trees no longer wants to be a tree. He wants to

be nothing except what he is. That is home. That is
happiness.
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